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cultured people, and culture in the Soviet Union is an all-
inclusive term. It not only includes a knowledge of the arts and
the sciences, of language and literature; it includes politics,
economics, work, play, morals, manners, and customs. Arriving
late at the theatre or concert is considered to indicate a decided
lack of culture. This anxiety to be cultured takes amusing forms
sometimes. I was informed with great seriousness that to go to
the theatre in Moscow without stockings, even though the night
was unbearably hot, " was not done." To wear shorts in the
street, except in an athletic demonstration, is also considered
uncultured.
In spite of occasional absurdities, the Soviet idea of culture
does tend to make life a whole. It does not divide it up into so
many self-contained compartments. The entire social order is
regarded as part of the educational process. The aim of the
Government is the aim of the school. Political and economic
objectives become objectives of the school. The success or the
failure of the Five-Year Plan is of vital import to the school.
Education is openly and avowedly political. Publications, the
cinema, the theatre, and the museum come under the control of
the Commissariat of Education. Use is made of all these in the
training of Communist citizens. The process begins in the
crfeche and only ends when the man or woman ceases to learn.
In one cr&che I visited, a budding Communist of about two years
old gave me the Pioneer salute. A three-year-old girl in my
compartment, when travelling from Kharkov to Moscow,
informed us that she was a shock brigader and that shock
brigaders must write well. The four-year-old daughter of a
Soviet citizen, living in London, told her father that she was a
shock brigader because she had eaten up all her dinner. Sovietv
politics even reached its youthful citizens when abroad.
All political anniversaries, all economic drives, such as a
special loan, or a sowing or harvesting campaign, play an
important role in school and club life. They are used as themes
around which much of the arts-work is carried on. In the
nursery-infant schools they serve as themes for the ordinary